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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Objections 

Claims 2 - 6 are objected to because of the following informalities: Claims 2-6 
fail to further limit the parent claim, wherein "A method..." should be changed to "The 
method...". Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections -35 USC §101 

35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of 
matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the 
conditions and requirements of this title. 

Claims 13 - 18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed invention is 
directed to non-statutory subject matter. The claimed invention does appear to not fall 
within at least one of the four categories of patent eligible subject matter recited in 35 
U.S.C. 101 (process, machine, manufacture, or composition of matter) as disclosed in 
the specification. A "program" carrying instructions or other functional descriptive 
material or a computer program per se is not included in one of the statutory categories 
of invention, more information about this matter is covered in the Annex IV of the Interim 
Guidelines for Subject matter Eligibility. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
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The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under sectjon 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 1 - 4, 6 - 10, 12 - 16, and 18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as 
being anticipated by Murashita et al. (Publication No. 2002/0186412). 

As to independent claim 1 , Murashita et al. teaches: 
A method for generating an album (see e.g., para. [0216], lines 15-18; i.e., an album 
corresponds to an image database or personal album) based on album data (see e.g., 
para. [0085]; i.e., album data corresponds to attaching labels and image data to the 
photo taken, wherein the image data at least comprises of date, time, and location data) 
including at least one image data set (see e.g., para. [0194] - para. [0213]; i.e., one 
image data set corresponds to each individual image having its own set of image data, 
for instance, "Image data V contains date, time, place, and authorized user data 
associated with "Image data 1"), which has been photographed during a trip (see e.g., 
para. [0194] - para. [0197]; i.e., "Image data V represents a photograph taken during a 
trip to "Nikko Toshogu Shrine") and which has time data (see e.g., para. [0195]) 
representing a time of photography attached thereto (see e.g., para. [0216], lines 1 -6; 
i.e., "Image data 1" stores date and time pf photographing), comprising the steps of: 
obtaining travel route data (see e.g., para. [0219], lines 1 - 5; i.e., traveling route reads 
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information representing the date and time the photograph was taken, and the location 
where the photograph was taken to calculate the travel route), which includes data 
related to the route taken during the trip (see e.g., para. [0220], lines 1 - 6; i.e., the data 
related to the route taken during a trip corresponds to reading out both position 
information of two or more pictures taken, wherein the position information includes date 
and time, and location of where the picture has been taken) and times of passage 
through desired positions along the route (see e.g., para. [0023] and para. [0224], lines 
1 - 6; i.e., the image data has date and time information, wherein the date and time are 
calculated to signify the time of passage through a desired route, such as the departure 
position represented by "Nikko Toshogu Shrine" to the final destination point of "Kegon- 
no-taki Falls"); estimating a photography location (see e.g., para. [0225], lines 1 -4; i.e., 
the photography location corresponds to the travel route based on the image data) 
based on the travel route data and the time data (see e.g., para. [0223]; travel route 
data and time data corresponds to the date and time the picture was taken and the 
location of the picture); obtaining related data (see e.g., para. [0225], lines 7-8; i.e., 
related data corresponds to regional information from base station 40C-1 through 40C- 
4), related to the estimated photography location (see e.g., para. [0225]; i.e., regional 
information is determined by the travel route and image data), from a related data 
storage means (see e.g., para. [0225], line 7; i.e., information storage device is used to 
determine the travel route and regional information) that stores a plurality of related data 
sets (see e.g., para. [0226], lines 1 - 3; i.e., regional information includes related data 
sets, such as label information and add-on information); and generating album data 
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based on the obtained related data and the image data set (see e.g., para. [0229]; i.e., 
an image database or personal album is generated based on image data used for 
displaying travel route data, and regional information). 

As to dependent claim 2, Murashita et al. teaches: 
A method for generating an album (see e.g., para. [0216], lines 15 - 18; i.e., an album 
corresponds to an image database or personal album) as defined in claim 1, wherein: 
the travel route data is obtained based at least on data regarding (see e.g., para. [0225], 
lines 1 - 4; i.e., travel route data is based on the information labeled to the image data, 
such as when and where the picture was taken): a departure point (see e.g., para. 
[0224]; i.e., the departure point corresponds to "Nikko Toshogu Shrine"); a final 
destination (see e.g., para. [0224]; i.e., the final destination corresponds to "Kegon-no- 
taki Falls"); date and time of departure (see e.g., para. [0223]; i.e., the chart represents 
the departure date and time from "Nikko Toshogu Shrine"); date and time of arrival at 
the final destination (see e.g., para. [0223]; i.e., the chart represents the date and time 
of arrival at "Kegon-no-taki Falls"; and method of travel (see e.g., para. [0257], lines 8 - 
18; i.e., the travel route data includes the method of travel, wherein the method of travel 
corresponds to walking). 

As to dependent claim 3, Murashita et al. teaches: 
A method for generating an album (see e.g., para. [0216], lines 15-18; i.e., an album 
corresponds to an image database or personal album) as defined in claim 1, wherein: 
GPS data is attached to the image data set (see e.g., para. [0134], lines 4-9; i.e., 
image data and GPS latitude and longitude position of the digital camera or mobile 
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telephone are sent to a image data storage device 20B); and the travel route data is 
obtained based on the GPS data (see e.g., para. [0134], lines 6-8 and para. [0220], 
lines 1 - 7; i.e., travel route data obtained from GPS data corresponds to reading the 
position information of a picture, wherein the position information represents the 
longitude and latitude coordinates of the GPS data): 

As to dependent claim 4, Murashita et al. teaches: 
A method for generating an album (see e.g., para. [0216], lines 15 — 18; i.e., an album 
corresponds to an image database or personal album) as defined in claim 1, wherein: 
the travel route data is obtained (see e.g., para. [0134], lines 4-9; i.e., travel route data 
corresponds to image data stored in image storage device 20B, wherein the travel route 
data includes date and time of picture taken, and current position of the digital camera 
10B) based on location data received by a cellular telephone (see e.g., para. [0134], 
lines 15-16; i.e., GPS-equipped mobile telephone is used in conjunction with the 
digital camera, wherein both digital camera 10B and GPS-equipped mobile telephone 
transfers image data and longitude/latitude coordinates to image data storage device 
20B respectively). 

As to dependent claim 6, Murashita et al. teaches: 
A method for generating an album as defined in claim 1, wherein: the album data is 
recorded in a recording medium (see e.g., para. [0122], lines 7-9; i.e., the recording 
medium used to store album data corresponds to an image database, such as image 
data storage device 20A, which can also be used as a user's personal album). 
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As to independent claim 7, claim 7 differs from claim 1 only in that claim 7 is an 
apparatus claim (see e.g., para. [0219], lines 1 - 3; i.e., processor device, such as a 
computer) using a computer storage medium (see e.g., para. [0218]; i.e., magnetic disc, 
optical disc, and magneto-optical disc) containing a program (see e.g., para. [0219], line 
1; i.e., traveling route program 81 C) that when executed, causes a processor (see e.g., 
para. [0219], lines 1 - 3; i.e., the traveling route program 81 C instructs a processor 
device to determine the travel route of a plurality of image data taken at different sites) 
to perform the steps of claim 1 . Thus, claim 7 is analyzed as previously discussed with 
respect to claim 1 above. 

As to dependent claim 8, claim 8 differs from claim 2 only in that claim 8 is an 
apparatus claim (see e.g., para. [0219], lines 1 - 3; i.e., processor device, such as a 
computer) using a computer storage medium (see e.g., para. [0218]; i.e., magnetic disc, 
optical disc, and magneto-optical disc) containing a program (see e.g., para. [0219], line 
1; i.e., traveling route program 81 C) that when executed, causes a processor (see e.g., 
para. [0219], lines 1 - 3; i.e., the traveling route program 81 C instructs a processor 
device to determine the travel route of a plurality of image data taken at different sites) 
to perform the steps of claim 2. Thus, claim 8 is analyzed as previously discussed with 
respect to claim 2 above. 

As to dependent claim 9, claim 9 differs from claim 3 only in that claim 9 is an 
apparatus claim (see e.g., para. [0219], lines 1 - 3; i.e., processor device, such as a 
computer) using a computer storage medium (see e.g., para. [0218]; i.e., magnetic disc, 
optical disc, and magneto-optical disc) containing a program (see e.g., para. [0219], line 
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1; i.e., traveling route program 81 C) that when executed, causes a processor (see e.g., 
para. [0219], lines 1 - 3; i.e., the traveling route program 81 C instructs a processor 
device to determine the travel route of a plurality of image data taken at different sites) 
to perform the steps of claim 3. Thus, claim 9 is analyzed as previously discussed with 
respect to claim 3 above. 

As to dependent claim 10, claim 10 differs from claim 4 only in that claim 10 is an 
apparatus claim (see e.g., para. [0219], lines 1 - 3; i.e., processor device, such as a 
computer) using a computer storage medium (see e.g., para. [0218]; i.e., magnetic disc, 
optical disc, and magneto-optical disc) containing a program (see e.g., para. [0219], line 
1 ; i.e., traveling route program 81 C) that when executed, causes a processor (see e.g., 
para. [0219], lines 1 - 3; i.e., the traveling route program 81 C instructs a processor 
device to determine the travel route of a plurality of image data taken at different sites) 
to perform the steps of claim 4. Thus, claim 10 is analyzed as previously discussed with 
respect to claim 4 above. 

As to dependent claim 12, claim 12 differs from claim 6 only in that claim 12 is an 
apparatus claim (see e.g., para. [0219], lines 1-3; i.e., processor device, such as a 
computer) using a computer storage medium (see e.g., para. [0218]; i.e., magnetic disc, 
optical disc, and magneto-optical disc) containing a program (see e.g., para. [0219], line 
1; i.e., traveling route program 81 C) that when executed, causes a processor (see e.g., 
para. [0219], lines 1-3; i.e., the traveling route program 81 C instructs a processor 
device to determine the travel route of a plurality of image data taken at different sites) 
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to perform the steps of claim 6. Thus, claim 12 is analyzed as previously discussed with 
respect to claim 6 above. 

As to independent claim 1 3: 

* 

Claim 13 incorporates substantially similar subject matter as claimed in claim 7, and are 
respectfully rejected along the same rationale. 

As to dependent claim 14: 
Claim 14 incorporates substantially similar subject matter as claimed in claim 8, and are 
respectfully rejected along the same rationale. 

As to dependent claim 1 5: 
Claim 15 incorporates substantially similar subject matter as claimed in claim 9, and are 
respectfully rejected along the same rationale. 

As to dependent claim 16: 
Claim 16 incorporates substantially similar subject matter as claimed in claim 10, and 
are respectfully rejected along the same rationale. 

As to dependent claim 18: 
Claim 18 incorporates substantially similar subject matter as claimed in claim 12, and 
are respectfully rejected along the same rationale. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
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invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 5, 11, and 17 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Murashita et al. (Publication No. 2002/0186412) in view of King et al. (Publication 
No. 2003/0078078). 

As to dependent claim 5, this claim is analyzed with respect to claim 1 as 
previously discussed above. Murashita et al. teaches generating an album (see e.g., 
para. [0216], lines 15-18; i.e., an album corresponds to an image database or , 
personal album) based on album data (see e.g., para. [0085]; i.e., album data 
corresponds to attaching labels and image data to the photo taken, wherein the image 
data at least comprises of.date, time, and location data), but does not specifically 
mention the album data is stored at a website. King et al. teaches album data (see e.g., 
para. [0035], liens 4 - 5; i.e., the album data corresponds to picture file data associated 
with a picture on a mobile device) stored at a website (See e.g., para. [0035], lines 18 - 
21; i.e., album data corresponds to picture files, wherein the picture files are saved to a 
user's website, such as a personal website or webpage). Therefore, it would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to 
incorporate generating an album based on album data of Murashita et al. with album 
data stored on a website of King et al. because a user can access the picture or picture 
file at a more convenient time or from a device with a more suitable user interface for 
reviewing the picture (see e.g., para. [0035], lines 21 -24). 

As to dependent claim 11, claim 1 1 differs from claim 5 only in that claim 11 is an 
apparatus claim (see e.g., para. [0219], lines 1 - 3; i.e., processor device, such as a 
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computer) using a computer storage medium (see e.g., para. [0218]; i.e., magnetic disc, 
optical disc, and magneto-optical disc) containing a program (see e.g., para. [0219], line 
1; i.e., traveling route program 81 C) that when executed, causes a processor (see e.g., 
para. [0219], lines 1 - 3; i.e., the traveling route program 81 C instructs a processor 
device to determine the travel route of a plurality of image data taken at different sites) 
to perform the steps of claim 5. Thus, claim 1 1 is analyzed as previously discussed with 
respect to claim 5 above. 

As to dependent claim 1 7: 
Claim 17 incorporates substantially similar subject matter as claimed in claim 11, and 
are respectfully rejected along the same rationale. 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Prior art Patent No. 6,023,241 can be applicable and pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Prior art disclosed by Clapper et al. discloses GPS data used to 
encode metadata to digital images, wherein the GPS data and digital image is used to 
display a map. 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Prior art Patent No. 6,914,323 can be applicable and pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Prior art disclosed by Squibbs et al. discloses applying time, 
date, location, camera ID, user ID, etc. supplied by a GPS system. 
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Inquiries 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Henry Vuu whose telephone number is (571 ) 270-1048. 
The examiner can normally be reached on 8-5. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Weilun Lo can be reached on (571 ) 272-4847. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 




